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503.241.9807x102; 360.601.4298 (cell)

Artists Rep takes part in international event 
‘Standing On Ceremony – The Gay Marriage Plays’
Nine, 10-minute plays by renowned playwrights
a benefit event for Basic Rights Oregon

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Portland, Oregon – October 11, 2011.  On Monday, November 7, at 7:30 pm, Artists Rep will join 25 theatres in 19 states, along with a growing number of other countries, to present Standing On Ceremony – The Gay Marriage Plays in solidarity for marriage equality. This is a one-night event to increase public awareness, as well as raise funds for those working toward marriage equity. Leading the November 7 effort is Tectonic Theater Project (The Laramie Project) who will host the kick-off production at the Minetta Lane Theatre, in NYC.

Standing On Ceremony consists of nine, 10-minute plays written by a variety of very well-known playwrights on topics and issues surrounding gay marriage, performed in a staged-reading format by local performers. The playwrights whose short plays are featured in the Standing On Ceremony anthology are Heideman Award winner Jordan Harrison, Edgar Award winner Jeffrey Hatcher, Pulitzer Prize winner and Tony Award nominee Moisés Kaufman, Emmy and WGA Award winner Joe Keenan, Tony Award nominee Neil LaBute, Sundance Jury Prize winner Wendy McLeod, Obie Award winner José Rivera, Obie and Outer Critics Circle Award winner Paul Rudnick, and Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winner Doug Wright.  To produce these plays rights-holders require that a portion of the event’s proceeds be donated to a local organization working toward marriage equality and require that a wedding cake be served after each show. Standing On Ceremony is the brainchild of Los Angeles’ Brian Shnipper who began producing it in 2009, as a series of benefit events. 

Artists Rep’s Standing On Ceremony production will be directed by Jon Kretzu and Stephanie Mulligan. The cast will include eight local performers including Courtenay Hameister, Michael Mendelson, Vana O’Brien, Vin Shambry, Dave Bodin, Jennifer Lanier, John Steinkamp and Torrey Cornwell. Artists Rep has partnered with Basic Rights Oregon, who will be the beneficiary of the evening’s proceedings. Wedding cake will be provided after the show by Pastry Girl. Artists Rep is making plans for a full run, with a variety of revolving actors, in the Spring.

(more)



“Standing On Ceremony – The Gay Marriage Plays” benefit event

Written by:	Jordan Harrison, Jeffrey Hatcher, Moisés Kaufman, Joe Keenan, Neil LaBute, Wendy McLeod, José Rivera, Paul Rudnick, Doug Wright.
Directed by:  	     Jon Kretzu & Stephanie Mulligan
Featuring:  	 Courtenay Hameister, Michael Mendelson, Vana O’Brien, Vin Shambry, Dave Bodin, Jennifer Lanier, John Steinkamp, Torrey Cornwell.
Performance Date:    Monday, November 7 at 7:30 pm				
Venue: 		     Artists Repertory Theatre - Morrison Stage (15th and Morrison St.) 
Benefit Partner:	     Basic Rights Oregon www.basicrights.org 
Tickets:  		     $50 in advance; $75 at the door
Box Office:	     503.241.1278 or www.artistsrep.org
On the web:	    Website, Facebook, Twitter     



Basic Rights Oregon
Founded in 1996, Basic Rights Oregon (BRO) is the state’s chief advocacy, education and political organization dedicated to ending discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

Artists Repertory Theatre
The 2011/12 Artists Repertory Theatre season is presented by the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. The 2011 print media sponsor is The Oregonian, the season radio sponsor is KINK.FM. Season hotel sponsors are Mark Spencer Hotel and Hotel deLuxe.  Other support comes from All Classical, Oregon Arts Commission, the Regional Arts & Culture Council, Work for Art and Maletis Beverage. Now entering its 29th season, Artists Repertory Theatre is the longest-running professional theater company in Portland.  Artists Rep strives to challenge artists and audiences with plays of depth and vibrancy in an intimate setting.  Artists Rep explores the strengths, frailties, and diversity of the human condition primarily through regional premieres, commissioned works and selected classics appropriate to contemporary issues. 
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